Johnny's story: transfusing a Jehovah's Witness.
Jehovah's Witnesses refuse blood transfusions for themselves and for their children. This action can be difficult for health professionals to understand and can lead to tensions between the staff and family. For one family, their refusal of blood for their child lead to a greater understanding of their religion and its beliefs for those who cared for them. Interspersed with their story are the medical reasons their son required blood, the reasons Jehovah's Witnesses refuse blood transfusions, and what the acceptable alternatives are to Jehovah's Witnesses. This article will share the thoughts and feelings of the family and the nursing staff who cared for the family during this crisis.